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mjeding iplk-~~~ (specific activity-14.6 
nxX/mnol, 127 pC!i/Kg) to male Wistar rats 
alid EMB/c mice, and&l~as 
previmsly described (Turina & al,Res. 
Ccem. Chem. Pathol. Phannacol., 52: 305, 
1986). In ccntrasttoa previous-report 
(Schmmn et al, mxicol. Appl. 
Pharmcol., 55207, 1980), we found that 
PCE covalen~v binds tonucleic acids both 

leukasmic cells of 96% of all CML patients. 
ThePhlchrcsDsane (22q-) is the result of a 
reciprocaltranslocation betweenchranosare 
22 and chrmsane 9, t(9q34,22qll). 
Previously we described the localization of 
the hlm&lc-ablonccgene on chraT0saTK.a 9 
aixlda traE3 its translocation tothe 
Phi chrmscme in 0E patients. The cloning 
and analysis of breakpoint fragments 
revealed thatthebreakpointsonchr~ 
22 all cluster in a very limited area, the 
breakpoint cluster region, bcr. 
Breakpoints cm chrm 9, hmever,are 
scatteredoveralarge area whichmayvary 
franzerotomorethan100 kb upstream of 
the v-abl hcsmlcgous se+exes of the 
c-abl sene. A unique 8.5 kb chimetic 

invivoand _ m. -- Specific activity 
of ncuse livermAwashicfherthanthatof 
DNA frankidney, lung & stcmch. CBI 
valuescalculated acc&dingtoLutz (&&at. 
Res.. 65: 289. 1979) were 10.5 axI 76 for 
rat-'and mu& liver.cNA, respectively, i.e. 
similar to those of weak initiators and 
lower than tbxeofthesaturatedanalogue 
1,1,2,2-tetrachloroethane. This fact agrees 
with the finlimg that chlorine substitution 
results in a destabilization in alkanes and 
in a stabilization in alkenes (Henschler, J. 
mviron. Patbol. Taxicol., 1: 125, 1977). 
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the present study TWERC cells 
(deriz fran PR-RSV-transformsd rat cells) 
SAMIV cells (derivedfrana spontaneously 
arisen rat tmxr) and SAW B77 cells 
(sLlpertxausformsd * 
investigated 
changes that had been induced in their 
gena=s after treatmsnt with 
brcsodeoxyuridine and avian sarcuna virus 
B77, respectively. 
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Cbronicmyelcgenous leukamia (CML)is 
characterized by the presence of the 
Philadelphia (Phl) chramsane in the 

Irc~l-RNA is detected intheleukaemic 
cells of all CML patients. Cloning of 
chimaric c-ENAs (5'zard 3'&) fran a 
(ML derivedcell line str~lv indicates 
thatbcr and c-able ccdiug-Gquencesare 
1inkeZTn frame b% splicing, independent 
fran the highly variabledistancebetween 
thesetwogeneson thePhI chmmmne. 'Ihe 
specific presence of the chimaric bcr-able 
RNA (and orotein) in CXL cells sucfcests the 
invoiv&&t of this hybrid product- in the 
developmnt of CML. Recent cloning of 
full-length hybrid,c-DNAS will help to test 
this hypothesis. 
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(EAc)CELLSINRELATIm To THE A(;EoFTHE 
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In EAC cells grown in Swiss female mice 
at various stage os their postnatal 
developnent (1, 3, 12, 18 months) only one 
of two possible routes of the last steps of 
methimine biosynthesis was found to bs 
active. Betaine mathyltransferase (EC 
2.1.1.5) utilizing betaine for hamcysteine 
rsathylaticm was not detected in tmmr 
CdlS . Both enzymes of the operative, 
folate cofactor and B12 deperdent route i.e. 
methylenetetrah@ofolate reductase (DC 
1.1.99.15) and methionine synthase (RC 
2.1.1.13) had the lowest activities in EM! 
cells grown in the youngest mice. In this 
age group the statistically significant 
tumour effect on two examinedenzymesin 
liver of EAC-bearingmicewas lcxverthanin 
the older hosts. The relaticm between 
methionine SyIktk3S.S ad 
methylenetetrahydrofolate reductase 
activities in RAC cells and tum0ur effect in 
uninvolved host organs has been 


